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THE BRIEF

Build an economical
three-bedroom home
using eco-friendly
principles

THE OWNERS
Jeff and Jill Lambert

THE BUILDER

& DESIGNER

Craig Riddle, Living Green
Designer Homes

A Owner Jeff Lambert B The house has a light-timber frame
and maximises the use of the winter sun on its massive
north-facing deck C A Balinese statue adds an exotic touch

Garden of Eden

This customised, eco-friendly dwelling surrounded by a native landscape ticked all the boxes at an unbeatable price

fter building their three previous

homes themselves, Jeff and Jill

Lambert were happy to hand over

he reins to a professional builder.

In doing so they became the first owners
of a home built by Living Green Designer
Homes in Landcom’s Vantage development
in Port Stephens.

“We had both done a bit of research on
what we might be able to afford and the
bottom line for us was we couldn’t convince
ourselves we could owner-build a house for
a better price than what we could get this
house for from Living Green,” Jeff says.

Jeff and Jill were also attracted to the
sustainable design ethos of the company.

“We'd seen a couple of their brochures
in the Landcom office and we liked their
approach to housing,” he says.

“We thought, ‘OK, with that approach
and that sort of pricing we could afford
that’. So we went from there.”

Cost effective

The resulting three-bedroom house cost
less than $300,000 to build and was
completed in 12 weeks.

“In the first meeting [with builder Craig
Riddle] I went down there with about four
foolscap pages of notes that I wanted to
question him on — having built three
houses, I thought I knew everything —
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and he was ahead of the game on every
question that I had,” Jeff says.

“About insulation, sustainability,
cost of materials, he was just all over it.

It was wonderful.”

The lightweight timber frame house
was constructed using passive design
principles, with the north-facing position
allowing the living areas to capture the
winter sun and remain shaded from
the hot summer sun.

Jeff says that they customised the floor
plan to suit their needs but were happy to
go with the materials Craig suggested.

“We were able to get a
massive north-facing deck
with a roof over it, so they get
all the benefits in winter”

“Their system is simple and well thought
out. For example, for any overhead panels
— that is panels that you can’t paint from a
deck or the ground — they use corrugated
iron. It’s colour bonded, it doesn’t need to be
painted, so you haven’t got an access and
maintenance issue,” Jeff says.

The simplicity of the design and the
attention to those environmental factors
are the best features of the house, Jeff says.

“We were able to site the house so we

maximise the northern sun. So on a sunny
day in winter we can sit on the balcony in
T-shirts and shorts and have breakfast. Even
in the middle of winter, because when you

have that sun in it’s just delightful,” he says.

Stunning plants

Jeff worked on the landscaping himself
and has created a stunning, mostly native
garden that nestles around the house. It
features natives such as grevilleas,
kangaroo paw and gymea lilies.

“In this area, particularly around Nelson
Bay, there’s a plant called a gymea lily that
has a very large red flower the size of a
bucket. It’s a stunning plant and when
we knew we were moving we bought
a whole lot of those plants with us,
which wed potted,” he says.

“Low and behold Landcom are
clearing for further extensions to this
estate and, being the good citizens that
they apparently are, they're digging
out the lilies, rather than just broad
clearing, and placing them around
the estate to dress up the parkland
areas. So ['ve been able to get the
odd one of them as well.”

Managing director of Living Green
Designer Homes Craig Riddle says
that all the company’s eco-friendly
houses are customised to suit the client.

“I've got a strong belief that it’s the only
way they can be, so all the plans that end
up on our website are ones we've actually
built,” he says.

“I just use that as the starting point for
a client, because they might like the overall
size or something and then we really
customise to suit the environment and
how they’re going to live in it.”

Peak performers
The long-term performance and durability
of a building is something Craig has been
interested in since he became a builder in
the 1980s.

“Once I'd built a building, I was always
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