Living Green Designer Homes

Living Green Designer Homes has
developed a stylish affordable housing
solution - and significantly reduced and
offset carbon emissions - in creating this
award-winning home.
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Builder Craig Riddle says he's no hippie. He's a
pragmatist, Ancd when ba set out to create a home that

erdld be affordabla, ba also realised the importtance of
sustanable design. Riddie - an acoredited HIA Greensmart
briifdder and meamiaer of the Grean Building Council of
Australia — didn't just install solar powsar and water tanks, he
created what he believes to ba Australia’s first ever carbon
neutral home.

Atlaining that badge of honour hag been a long procass
involving consultation with marufacturers of building
matestals, emissions specialists —and sorme gotd ofd
common sense. The initial driver behind Riddle's quest to
create an affordable and energy-afficient f

15ing solution

was the scarcity of land. ®| originally wanted to pursees this
clifsction because I-mntea: the abdlity 1o builld mora houses
on the current stock of land,” says Riddle. "That was about
three years ago. Land values were 5o high and they didn't
laok: like they were coming down, | knew | had to achieve

a Cheaper consin .=:'.l:c_*=*-'| price to be able {0 produce more
homes i the market.”

Small is the new big
With the price of land increasing, Riddle wanted to create
comfortable, functional homes on small

that smaller houses, which incorporate passive solar design

obs. He believes

principles, ars the answer. "The hardest thing to achiove is
efficiency in a smalier area,” says Riddle. "And that's what

wieve been tning (o become the Dest at, t's easy 1o

house bigger - that's a no-Drainer. But in a small space, you
nead 1o make areas mi

W

ipunpose,”

i r1r~5:iqf1i:1-.] a kitchen so that
t opens to the lving and dining areas in an "all-in-one”
apace. “Wear
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Ridcie says this may inw

BCognise that whan vou ra u-.-ém',] a party,

also have more deck space because it's easior to maintain

It's designed to have mul

He functions, The abdlity 1o g

1215 very important and we like to create two decks on
Cpposite sides of the house 50 that you can captura sun in
the morning and afterncon.”

Hiddle believes his approach is key 10 the futurs of the
home construction industry. 1 am extremely passionate
about it and P'm convincad that, whether we like it or not, it's
the way of the future,” ha says.

cUtsic

It’s easy to make a house

bigger - that’s a no brainer.

But in a small space, you need to
make areas multipurpose.
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Sustainable construction
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In particular, we found James
Hardie products were easy

to use and provided us with
comprehensive information
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it's alao nportant 1o work w

We wanted to get to a situation
where it was ‘assemble only’
on site, also reducing costs
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What products were used?

Scyon™ Axon™ cladding

What is it? A we grooved cladding paned that
iooks sharp and smoath, delivaring durability as well
as aesthetic appeal. Pre-primead and easy to inst
Scyon™ Axon™ cladding is a pristine look that lasts

Where do }.rs::u use i? In residential applications

whaerever a modern design is required, includ

extermnal walls in composite con
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and QrounG -level extansions and mte

PrimeLine® Newport weatherboard

What is it? A smocth surface with a distinctive
recessed ecge that provides the took of a classic S-inch

weatherboand,

Where do you use i#? As extemal cla

ATIDORENY Nomes.
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Scyon™ Strig™ [:Iadding

What is it? A wide cladding board with 2 15mm
horizoniaé joint that has the classic appeal of decorative
render. Pre-primed and ¢
cladding is the fast way 1
lasts

» acheve a imeless look that
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ground-leved extensions, and intermnal
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